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Curriculum theory moves when in multiplicities and lines of flight, not in dualisms or either/ors. Curriculum theory IS not this or that defining it leads to this or that.

-William Reynolds & Julie Webber (2004, p. 2)
The dissertation is an enduring milestone in the life of a scholar. It can take on many forms from the traditional to the non-traditional, the empirical to the theoretical, and the playful and performative to the staunchly structured. Every graduate student is told that the dissertation is focused on being a unique contribution to the field in which it is written. What new knowledge or impetus for future research does one’s work promote? How will the dissertation define one’s pre-tenure work, publishing, and research? It is important that these unique contributions and rising junior scholars be acknowledged for their hard work, but more importantly they should be noted for the intellectual capital they bring to the field. 

The Curriculum and Pedagogy Conference is accepting submissions for the Outstanding Dissertation Award, to be presented at the 2012 Annual Conference in New Orleans, LA (November 7 – 10, 2012). This awards recognizes scholars who have displayed a unique approach and contribution to the field of curriculum and its interdisciplinary sub/connecting fields. Please read the author submission guidelines below and submit your dissertation by September 15th. Due to the time needed for dissertation review we cannot accept dissertations after September 15th . 

Please review the following submission guidelines.

1. Prerequisite for submission: Authors wishing to submit must have attended the Curriculum and Pedagogy conference within the past three years in order to be eligible.
2. Requirements for submission:

Dissertations must be “successfully defended” within the past three years (2010, 2011, and 2012) 

3. Nomination and submission process:

A letter of nomination and support must accompany the dissertation submission (along with author information cover page). A member of the dissertation committee or another scholar who has read the dissertation in full can write the nomination letter (see submission checklist below for details). 

Attach the dissertation and letter of support as Word documents or PDF files. Nominations with incomplete information will not be considered.

Dissertation files that are too large to send via email should use the following document sharing service—Academic Keys “The Dropbox”. This is a free service. 
http://www.academickeys.com/login.php?forward=dropbox. 

Submission checklist (Please put all documents together in the order they appear below). Incomplete submissions will not be reviewed.

_____ Completion of author information cover page, which should accompany electronic and hard copy of dissertations.

_____ Letter of nomination by a committee member or other scholar who has read the dissertation. 

*If an author is nominated by a scholar outside of his or her dissertation committee then the scholar must be a tenured faculty member or a scholar with at least 5 years in a university position. For example, this may include scholars who are directors, hold full time position that are non-tenure track, and so forth. If there is a question about letter of nomination please contact Antonio Garcia or Will Letts (see contact information at the top of the page).

_____ Electronic PDF or Word file (save as docx) of Author information, letter of nomination, and dissertation sent by email or uploaded to Academic Keys “The Dropbox” and email notification sent to W. Letts (wletts@csu.edu.au).   

Review process

Each dissertation will undergo review by the Fellowship and Awards committee or other governing council members. (Review from outside this group may be requested, if need be.) The dissertation award will be given out on Friday 9 November during the Town Hall at the Curriculum and Pedagogy Conference in New Orleans.
2012 Dissertation Award

Author Information
This form must accompany the electronic and hard copy of dissertations along with letter of nomination from nominating professor
Author information

Name:___________________________________

Email: ___________________________________

Phone number: ___________________________________

University Affiliation (use current employment position) ___________________________________

University where dissertation was completed: ___________________________________

Which category best describes the general form of your dissertation? (Use categories below): _________________

a. Qualitative

b. Quantitative

c. Artistic or performative

d. Theoretical/philosophical/conceptual

Date of defense: __________________

Date of completed and revised dissertation to university: __________________

Dissertation abstract (300 words or less)

Nominating professor information

Name: ____________________________________

Email: ____________________________________

Phone number: __________________

University Affiliation: __________________

